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From Queen-ftreet, O&ober 2, 


AVING been releas’d 
from Bulinefs two Days 
by violent Pains of ‘the 
Srone and Stranguary, I 

began to be very ferious, but when 
I found my felf at Eafe and Liberty, 
to divert melancholly ‘Thoughts, 1 
went abroad in fearch of Company, 
and haunted feveral Coffee-houfes to 
find out agreeable Converfation, but 
mecting with none to my Tafte, I 
made a Vifit to a Gentleman in this 
Street: Being much tir’'d when I 
came to the Houfe,| fate down with- 
out Compliments on a Couch, at 
the other end of which was a Gen- 
tlewoman who feemed to have fome 
Concern,gupon her Mind, and ap- 
peared @ little decayed in her Drefs. 
She {poke with a very familiar Air. 
Sir Heifter (faid fhe) 1 am glad I have 


710. 


the Happinefs of meeting with you, 
Madam (faid 1) I do not remember 
it was ever my good Fortune of fee- 
ing you before. That (:dded the) 
has been my Concern ; but! have 
for a long time been defirous of dif- 
courfing with you upon Points chat 
are very natural for Women to treat 
of; I know you are fo well vers’d 
in every thing relating to our Sex, 
and to what Queftions we are capa- 
ble of asking, that Iam fure of re- 
ceiving entire Satisfaction from your 
Advice. 1 have heard you ci 
faid in Company, that there are 
wandering Beings, to lead People 
into Trouble and bring them out of 
it. I wifh J could have the Atren- 
dance of one of thofe invifible 
Guides. Pray Sir, direét me, if you 
can, to the Attainment of it; by 
which means I may be brought oue 
of my Diftref3, wherein I am greatly 
perplex’'d. My Ambition is to rg 
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led into the Plain of Profperity, and 
to the Converfation of a Man, whofe 
Beauty I could fancy to be a Com- 
yanion for Life. Madam (faid I) the 
Poite that has been made in the 
World of late of this Goddefs call'd 
Fortune, and the vaft number of Pe- 
titions which have been offered up 
to her, is enough, in* my Opinion, 
to make her angry and out of Hu- 
mour with moft of her Votaries ; 


for they attend her only in time of 


heed, when they can have no Help 
elfewhere. An Inftance whereof, I 
told the Lady, I lately met with 
from a Gentleman who had fpent a 

lentiful Eftate in Pride and Luxury. 
fie was begging very pore 4 of 
Fortune, that fhe would out of her 
great Bounty deliver him from Po- 
verty, and give him larger Pofleffi- 
ons to enjoy, than his Progenitors 
bequeathed to him. Hearing this 
important Suit, and believing him 
to be in good earneft, I broke in up- 
on him in the midft of his Applica- 
tions. Sir (faid 1) what do you take 
Fortune to be a beautiful good-na- 
tur'd Virgin, that can ina Moment 
forgive afl Injuries, and embrace you 
ir her Arms with a Smile, after you 
have offer’d her a thoufand Indigni- 
ties! No, fhe whom you are intreat- 
ing for new Favours, is not fo kind 
a Miftrefs. Would you gain her 
Protection, it muft be by practifing 
the contrary Actions to what you 
have hitherto done, unlefs you meet 
with her at a time when fhe has for- 
got all Cruelty, and isina pleafant 
‘Temper, as fometimes fhe is, even 
towards the ungrateful. Then it 
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will not be ftrange fhould the in- 
creafe your Wealth beyond that of 
Fol’s ; yet let me tell you, char if 
fuch a Chance could be met with, 
I cannot but believe I fhould fee you 
again fitting on the Pinnacle of Va. 
nity, laughing at Fortume for her too 
much Tendernefs towards you: For 
I know that is the Practice with 
moft of her Courtiers when their 
own turn is ferv’d ; but fomctimes 
thofe Flatterers, by their Hppocrify, 
have thrown that Goddefs into fo 
violent a Pailion, that fhe, without 
Warning, by the means of Flames, 
Robbers, or Storms of Wind, has 
rorn down thofe her Fondlings from 
the rowering Throne of Ambition, 
on which they were feated, and in- 
tomb'd them for ever in the low 
Valleys of Penury and Difgrace: 
which, I cold him,was but a jult Re- 
ward. Whilft I was relating this 
Story tothe Lady, fhe fare witha 
profound Silence ; but I perceived 
by the fudden Change of her Coun- 
tenance, fhe deena | hod known 
the Hiftory of her whole Life, and 
was all that time chiding her for fly- 
ing in the Face of Fortune, and 
mocking that Goddefs with feigned 
Addrefles. Iask’d her Pardon for 
dwelling fo long on fuch a melan- 
choly and heavy Subject, and told 
her if fhe had any orher Queftions 
to demand of me, they fhould be 
anfwered with much moregBrevity. 
No, Sir (fays fhe) J find ir is in vain 
for a Woman to pretend to difcourfe 
with one who can penetrate into 
the Secrets of what People think,and 
what they have done, without their 

telling 
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telling any thing of the Matter. | 
own ( faid fhe) that in time of Plen- 
ty intirely forgot to pay my Ac- 
knowledgments within that Temple 
where I ought to offer up my Sacri- 
fice of Thanks; and that nowI am 
fomewhat decayed and faded in my 
Eftate and Beauty, I have of late 
frequently importun’d Fortune to hill 
my Coffers with Treafure, and re- 
new my Nature, by giving me a 
Husband fprightly and gay. Com- 
pany came in upon us, which inter- 
rupted our Difcourfe, or elfe I had 
gre on,and told her, that her Ad- 
refles to Fortune were exprefs’d in 
too large Terms ; and (as I took ir) 
there muft be a Miracle wrought, if 
ever her Petitions were granted. 





From Dr, Lee’s Houfe, Welkmintter. 
Ofeber 3. 


MY Man came and told me the 

Printer’s Boy had been with 
him for Copy, and there was none 
left out: Whereupon getting up to 

o home, a Lady in the Company 
hid, if I pleafed, fhe would fave me 
that Trouble, by telling one of her 
trifling Stories, which may ferve to 
make up part of a Paper. Being idle, 
and willing to hear what a Woman 
had to fay, I defired her to give me 
the Relation. I lately (fays fhe) was 
fo cruel as to mortify one of my 
Suitors, whom I could not abide 
for the vain Conceit he had of his 
own Partsand Beauty. In hopes of 


working a Change in him, I fhut 
him out of my Chamber for five 
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Nights, and had another Spark with 
me every time he came, who pafs’d 
fora new Lover. Iknew he was 
very fond of me for a Wife, and 
that nothing I did could well difo- 
blige him; fince his Chief Errand 
was Money. This Plot gained me 
abundance of Diverfion: For he 
would come and attend in the Hall 
two or three Hours together; and 
one Evening | had theSatisfaction to 
fee him fleal under my Window and 
lye there along time ftarving with 
Cold. When I firft admitted him 
into my Company again, found his 
Temper a little altered: For there 
was fome Humility to be feen in the 
Man,though mixt with a threatning 
Air, that look’d, I thought, as if he 
intended to revenge the Affronts I 
had done him, as foon as he 
fhould attain me for his Bride, which 
I was very free to, when that Day 
came, In this manner I kept my 
Spark languifhing between Hope 
and Defpair for feveral Months, 
which wore down the Gentleman’s 
Vanity, even to a Miracle: He was 
quite another Perfon to what he 
was before. After this Reformation 
] had him abroad to fhew himrto the 
World: we were furrounded as we 
pafs'd along, by Admirers ; for if a 
Man that knew him met us,he could 
{carce believe he wasthe fame. Be- 
ing fo very tractable in his Beha- 
viour, the Women who before ¢de- 
{pifed him for his Pride, then prailed 
him for his Merits; and faid 1 had 
made him fit for the Converfation 
of any of our Sex. Some time after, 
my Brother and I went to his Lodg- 
ings 
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y him reading a Trea- 

ulensned Pride in Men, 
bur cuuinmended it in Women. We 
enquir'd of the Boy, who was in a 
Withdrawing. Room, how his Ma- 
fter came by that Book. He faid, tt 
was laid upon the Table one Mor- 
ning by a Gentlewoman, but the 
Contents he knew nothing of. We 
ask d him how often he thought he 
look’d into it He told us it was 
fcarce ever out of bis Hand ; for he 
was conning over the Leflons very 
diligent Night and Morning. Then 
we fare down and begun to talk with 
my Lover, how happy he now was 
in his Temper, in his Drefs, and in 
his Manner of Life. Study (I told 
him) laid afleep many ait Habirs, 
and brought Reafon to a Man’s 
Thoughts; it gave fomething fo a- 


greeable ro the Mind,that it banifh’d 
vain Ihufions, and fix’d in the Soul 


Ideas very commendable. As I was 


going on, he turn'd the Difcourfe, 
and {poke very handfomly of Mode- 
fty. I love 7 Ha he) to be under the 
Care of a Woman who knows how 
to manage a Manto Advantage,and 
can talk indifferently of Modes and 
Drefles. He pate fH that he 
thought a little Neatnefs ina Man 
look’d well, and in cafe there wasa 
{mall Mixture of Vanity, it could 
not be much amifs, if fomewhar dif- 
guifed with Difcretion’ and other 
contrary Principles. I lik’d his Dif- 
courfe well enough, but gave him 


to underftand, that my. Errand was 
to tell him, [had no more to fay to 
him asa Lover ; but as a Convert 
from Fopperyto a Man of Decency, 
Ifhould ever efteem him. ThisI 
did out of meer Inclination to Con- 
uelt, and to fhew my Sex, that 
Komi my Lovers were as charmin 
as Angcls, yet if they are c re 
and fond of their own Abilities,J can 
reject them with the utmoft Con- 
tempt: For I ever thoughtfuch Men 
more defpicable than thofe who have 
Bodies warp’d like a Bow,and Faces 
as ftern as a Lion. So foon as the 
Ladyhad ended herDifcourfe, which 
I penn’d down as fhe gave it me, I 
pack’dup the Copy withour revifing 
it, and fent the rough Draught away 
to the Prefs; to the end that the 
Reader may fee what an eafy Mat- 
ter it is for an Author to publifh a 
Paper three Days a Week, who has 
the help of Women to lay _ his 
Schemes for him. I am of Opinion, 
that fuch Pieces as thefe run off of 
Hand in a few Minutes, will be as 
entertaining to the Town, as a Sub- 
je&t drawn out by a Vertuofo,which 
has been turn’d, winded, examined, 
and undergone as many Impreilions 
in being fairly writ our, as there are 
Days in the Year, or Moments in an 
Hour. Indeed,I was never any Ad- 
mirer of thofe ftarch’d-up Difcourfes 
which are ftiffen’d more with nice 
Words, than adorn’d with good 
Senfe. 





